Republic of the Philippines
Province of Laguna
Municipality of Los Bafios
special Scrence and Nalure City

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

2/F, Municipal Building, National Highway, Brgy. Timugan, Los Bafios, Laguna, 4030
Tel. Nos. : (049) 530 2981; 530 2952; 530 2953; 530 2818 Local: 2001 BAGONG PILIPINAS

EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-NINTH (29™) REGULAR SESSION OF
THE 12TH SANGGUNIANG BAYAN HELD ON MARCH 02, 2026 AT THE SANGGUNIANG
BAYAN SESSION HALL, NATIONAL HIGHWAY, BRGY. TIMUGAN, LOS BANOS, LAGUNA.

PRESENT:

Hon. Marlo PJ A. Alipon Municipal Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

Hon. Miko C. Pelegrina S.B. Member

Hon. Aldous Amiel B. Perez S.B. Member

Hon. Muriel Laisa B. Dizon S.B. Member

Hon. Leren Mae M. Bautista S.B. Member

Hon. Benedicto S. Alborida S.B. Member

Hon. Rand Edouard R. De Jesus S.B. Member

Hon. Myla E. Alinsunurin S.B. Member

Hon. Jay G. Rolusta S.B. Member

Hon. Gaudencio P. Macatangay Ex-Officio Member/Liga President

Hon. Samantha Nicole A. Banasihan-Ortega Ex-Officio Member/SK Federation

President

ABSENT:

None

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-72

A RESOLUTION DISMISSING THE ADMINISTRATIVE CASE NO. 2025-04: ESCOBIN VS.
TORRES AND ONATE FOR LACK OF SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCES IN THE COMPLAINT.

Authors : Councilors iko’( Pelegrina

Muriel Laisa B/Djzon Leren Ma M Bautista,

WHEREAS, records show that on April 23, 2019, Feliciano A. Escobin filed a complaint
before the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) through a Complaints
Handling Form alleging acts of harassment purportedly committed by SP02 Dominador
Obligado, four (4) members of the Lupon, the Chief Barangay Tanod, and the Barangay
Captain of Barangay Tuntungin-Putho;

WHEREAS, it further appears that on November 07, 2025, a blotter entry was recorded
at Barangay Tuntungin-Putho concerning a “saha ng saging” allegedly obstructing a roadway,
which prompted a response from the Barangay Peace and Security Officer (BPSO) Chief and
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the BPSO-Alpha Team, during which a minor altercation reportedly ensued after the
complainant objected to the removal of the said obstruction;

WHEREAS, on November 20, 2025, the complainant filed a formal complaint dated
November 06, 2025 before the Honorable Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios charging
Francisco O. Torres, Jr. and Ronaldo N. Ofate with Abuse of Authority, Harassment, Oral
Defamation, Alarming Scandal, and Threat to Family Security;

WHEREAS, upon deliberation of the matter, the Sangguniang Bayan Administrative
Investigating Committee (AIC) initially found procedural deficiencies in the complaint and
accordingly issued a Notice to Refile, with which the complainant complied on November 25,
2025, and thereafter required the respondents to submit their respective verified Answers;

WHEREAS, subsequent committee deliberations resulted in the submission and
review of the respondents’ verified Answers, and the issuance of a Notice of Hearing informing
the parties that the case would be heard before the Sangguniang Bayan AIC on January 26,
2026;

NOW THEREFORE, on motion of Councilor Myla E. Alinsunurin, duly seconded by
Councilor Jay G. Rolusta and concurred by all other members present;

RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, to approve and adopt the recommendation
of the Administrative Investigating Committee (AIC) as its Decision on Administrative Case
No. 2025-04: Escobin vs. Torres and Onate, as follows:

FELICIANO A. ESCOBIN and

NELIA ALCASID
Complainant
FOR: ABUSE OF AUTHORITY,
HARRASMENT, ORAL
DEFAMATION, ALARMING
SCANDAL, THREAT TO FAMILY
SECURITY
-Versus-
FRANCISCO O. TORRES, JR.
Punong Barangay, Barangay Tuntungin-Putho
Los Bafios, Laguna and
RONALDO N. ONATE
Barangay Kagawad, Barangay Tuntungin-Putho
Los Bafos, Laguna
Respondent
T e e e e et e e e et X

A




3.00 Resolution No. 2026-72 03/02/2026

DECISION

A perusal of the records reveals that on April 23, 2019, Complainant Feliciano A.
Escobin proceeded to the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) and
accomplished a Complaints Handling Form to report an alleged act of harassment
purportedly committed by SP02 Dominador Obligado, four (4) members of the Lupon, the
Chief Barangay Tanod, and the Barangay Captain, all of Barangay Tuntungin-Putho.

Subsequently, on November 07, 2025, a blotter entry was made before the Barangay
Tuntungin-Putho concerning a “saha ng saging” allegedly obstructing a roadway. The matter
was responded to by the Barangay Peace and Security Officer (BPSO) Chief and the BPSO-
Alpha Team. The records indicate that a minor altercation ensued when the Complainant
objected to the removal of the said obstruction.

On November 20, 2025, the Complainant filed a formal complaint, dated November
06, 2025, before the Honorable Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios and its Committee, charging
Respondents Francisco O. Torres, Jr. and Ronaldo N. Onate with Abuse of Authority,
Harassment, Oral Defamation, Alarming Scandal, and Threat to Family Security.

During its meeting on November 24, 2025, the AIC of the Sangguniang Bayan
deliberated upon the complaint, including the instant case. It was noted that the complaint
suffered from certain procedural deficiencies. Accordingly, a Notice to Refile was directed to
be issued, with the express warning that failure to comply would warrant dismissal of the
complaint. The Complainant complied therewith on November 25, 2025.

Acting on the verified complaint, the Committee, on December 03, 2025, issued
notices to the Respondents requiring them to file their respective verified Answers.

On December 17, 2025, Respondent Francisco O. Torres, Jr. submitted his Verified
Answer dated December 16, 2025. Thereafter, during the Committee meeting held on January
05, 2026, the members resolved to require Respondent Torres to refile his Answer due to
certain deficiencies noted therein.

On January 06, 2026, the Committee received a Certified True Copy of the Verified
Answer of Respondent Ronaldo N. Onate.

On January 09, 2026, the AIC convened anew and included in its agenda further
deliberations on the complaint filed by Feliciano A. Escobin against Respondents Torres and
Onate.

Thereafter, a Notice of Hearing was issued to both the Complainant and the

Respondents, informing them that the matter would be heard before the Sangguniang Bayan
AIC on January 26, 2026.
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THE VERSION OF COMPLAINANT

As alleged in the Complaint, at approximately 5:00 o'clock in the morning, certain
Barangay officials, including a Barangay Police officer, arrived at the residence of the
Complainants to inquire about a banana plant (“saha ng saging”) reportedly placed on a
portion of the street directly in front of their gate.

Complainant Nelia Alcasid averred that she engaged the responding Barangay Tanod
in discussion; however, the officials allegedly addressed her in a loud and harassing manner.
Despite her attempt to explain that the banana plant was placed there to prevent one “Erol
Flores” from parking in front of their gate, the officials purportedly disregarded her
explanation and insisted on removing the same.

Complainant Feliciano A. Escobin stated that upon hearing the ensuing commotion,
he went outside to ascertain the situation. Observing that Nelia Alcasid was allegedly not
being given the opportunity to be heard, he likewise attempted to explain their side. He
claims, however, that the Barangay Chief approached him, pushed him, and uttered insulting
and offensive words against him.

The Complaint further narrates that although the officials initially left the premises,
they returned shortly thereafter accompanied by the Barangay Captain. Complainant Escobin
alleges that when he attempted to approach and explain the matter to the Barangay Captain,
the latter responded with the statements: " Putang ina, huwag mo akong subukan at sasamain
ka' and "wala akong pakealam.”

Based on the foregoing circumstances, the Complainants assert that they were
subjected to harassment, defamation, and threats, allegedly arising from the abuse of
authority of the Barangay Captain and the other responding officials.

Accordingly, the Complainants respectfully pray that the Respondent be found
administratively liable for Abuse of Authority, Harassment, Oral Defamation, and Threat to
Family Security, and that the appropriate administrative penalty be imposed upon him,
including, but not limited to, suspension for a period of six (6) months, as may be warranted
under the circumstances.

THE VERSION OF RESPONDENT

In his Verified Answer, Respondent Francisco O. Torres, Jr. categorically denies the
material allegations imputed against him in the instant administrative complaint, as
understood from the averments therein.

Respondent Torres maintains that he neither degraded nor humiliated the

Complainants, nor did he harbor any intent to cause them harm, whether verbally or
physically. While he admits that certain words may have been uttered during the incident, he
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contends that such expressions, albeit possibly harsh, were not intended to insult but were
borne out of frustration over the Complainants’ alleged non-compliance with the directive to
remove the banana plant (“saha ng saging”) obstructing the roadway.

He avers that the commotion ensued due to the Complainants’ refusal to heed the
lawful order of the Barangay officials. He further emphasizes that the incident in question
marked the second occasion on which the Complainants had placed the banana plant in a
manner that obstructed public passage.

Respondent Torres likewise asserts that he bore no ill will toward the Complainants
and that his actions were undertaken solely in the performance of his duties as elected
Punong Barangay of Barangay Tuntungin-Putho, particularly in the maintenance of peace and
order within the community.

For his part, Respondent Ronaldo N. Onate likewise categorically denies the
allegations attributed to him in the Complaint. He clarifies that the distribution of relief goods
was under the control and supervision of the Municipality, and that his participation was
limited to facilitating their distribution within the Barangay.

Respondent Onfate further avers that during his incumbency as Punong Barangay, he
consistently addressed conflicts, reports, blotter entries, and complaints brought before the
Barangay in a fair and impartial manner, with the objective of preserving peace and order in
the community.

He denies having authorized or tolerated the construction of fences between Alvyahan
and Parducho, and disclaims any favoritism toward either party. He maintains that it has
always been his position that common areas, such as barangay roads, should remain available
for public use, including parking.

Respondent Ofate likewise points out that he served as Punong Barangay for three (3)
consecutive terms from 2010 to 2023 and is presently the top-elected Councilor in the area.
He submits that such electoral support reflects the trust and confidence reposed in him by
the constituents. He further states that throughout his years of service, no prior complaint
had been lodged against him, and thus expresses surprise at the present allegations.

In view of the foregoing, Respondents respectfully pray that the instant administrative
complaint be dismissed for lack of factual and legal basis, the acts complained of having been
performed within the scope of their lawful authority.

FACTS OF THE CASE

This pertains to the administrative complaint filed by the Complainant Feliciano A.
Escobin and Nelia Alcasid, resident of Barangay Mayondon, Los Banos, Laguna against
respondent Francisco O. Torres, Jr, Punong Barangay of Barangay Tuntungin-Putho, Los
Banos, Laguna, and Ronaldo N. Ofate, Barangay Kagawad, Barangay Tuntungin-Putho, Los
Bafios, Laguna for Abuse of Authority, Harrassment, Oral Defamation, Alarming Scandal and

Threat to Family Security.
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The Complaint imputes acts and omissions allegedly committed by the Respondent
which, if sufficiently proven, may give rise to administrative liability for violations of existing
laws, policies, and regulations governing public officials.

In response, the Respondents filed a Verified Answer categorically denying the
material allegations in the Complaint and advancing defenses in opposition thereto. They
maintain that the charges lacks factual and legal basis, as such, are insufficient to establish
administrative liability.

To simplify a clearer resolution of the factual and legal issues raised, this body has
consolidated the matters for determination into one (1) distinct matter:

ISSUE

Whether the Complainant was able to adduce substantial evidence, supported by
factual and legal bases, sufficient to establish the administrative liability of the Respondents.

RULING

In administrative cases, the quantum of proof necessary is substantial evidence or such
relevant evidence as a reasonable mind may accept as adequate to support a conclusion.

Moreover, it is provided in Section 2, Rule 15-Evidence of Resolution No. 2025-16 that:

SECTION 2. Substantial Evidence. - In cases filed before the Sangguniang
Bayan of Los Bafios, Laguna, a fact may be deemed established if it is
supported by substantial evidence, or that amount of relevant evidence
which a reasonable mind might accept as adequate to justify a conclusion.

After a careful and impartial evaluation of the verified pleadings, annexes,
documentary submissions, records of the proceedings, and the applicable laws and
jurisprudence, this Body hereby renders its findings and conclusions.

It bears emphasis that during the hearing conducted by the Administrative
Investigating Committee (AIC) on 26 January 2026, the Committee identified and summarized
the issues raised by the Complainant, to wit:

I Alleged failure to receive financial assistance during what the Complainant
referred to as "Typhoon Habagat”;

II. Alleged harassment by members of the Tau Gamma group;

. Alleged harassment involving Police Officer Dominique Obligado;

IV. Alleged illegal fencing constructed during the term of Hon. Ronaldo N.
Onfate, purportedly resulting in tension along C-5 Road;

V. Allegation that on 31 December 2023, the Barangay Captain of Putho
dispatched a SWAT Team to effect the arrest of the Complainant;

VI. Alleged destruction of property arising from tensions caused by the
supposed illegal fencing;

A
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VIL. Allegation that one “Erold Flores” went amok due to the narrowing of the
road; and
VII. Alleged conspiracy involving barangay officials and associates of Erold
Flores, including the supposed misuse of a minor in a VAWC-related report
to counter the Complainant’s accusations.

While the foregoing issues are varied in nature, a judicious review of the records reveals
that they converge upon a singular determinative question: Whether substantial evidence
presented was sufficient to establish administrative liability on the part of the
Respondents.

In Sonia O. Mahinay v. Court of Appeals (G.R. No. 23055, March 18, 2021), the Supreme
Court held that substantial evidence is that amount of relevant evidence which a reasonable
mind might accept as adequate to support a conclusion. While substantial evidence suffices
to hold one administratively liable, it does not authorize conclusions to be drawn on the basis
of mere existence of any evidence; the evidence must be of such character as to justify the
finding.

Similarly, in National Bureau of Investigation v. Conrado M. Najera (G.R. No. 237522,
June 30, 2020), the Court reiterated that:

“The quantum of proof required in administrative proceedings is
substantial evidence. The burden of proof rests upon the complainant, and
where the latter fails to satisfactorily establish the factual bases of the
accusations, the complaint must necessarily be dismissed for lack of merit. The
respondent, in such case, is not even obliged to prove any defense.”

Applying the foregoing principles, this Body finds that the records of this case,
including the report of the Administrative Investigating Committee, are bereft of substantial
evidence sufficient to establish the acts complained of. The allegations were largely
uncorroborated by independent, credible, and competent evidence.

Moreover, several of the issues raised, particularly those involving members of Tau
Gamma, Police Officer Dominique Obligado, the alleged deployment of a SWAT Team, and
the purported conspiracy in relation to a VAWC-related report, pertain to individuals and
matters that fall outside the jurisdiction and disciplinary authority of this Committee. Such
matters properly belong to other competent bodies vested with the authority to investigate
and adjudicate complaints against the officials concerned.

With respect to the specific administrative charges against the Respondents, namely
Abuse of Authority, Harassment, Oral Defamation, Alarming Scandal, and Threat to Family
Security, the evidence on record fails to establish, by substantial evidence, the essential
elements necessary to hold the Respondents administratively liable. The accusations remain
unsupported by competent proof beyond bare allegations.

Y
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Accordingly, in the absence of substantial evidence, and guided by prevailing
jurisprudence, this Body finds no sufficient basis to impose administrative sanctions upon the
Respondents.

RECOMMENDATION

Accordingly, after a judicious and comprehensive examination of the records, the
respective pleadings of the parties, and the applicable laws, rules, and jurisprudence, the
Committee, by authority of the Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios, hereby recommends the
dismissal of the instant administrative complaint for failure of the Complainant to adduce
substantial evidence sufficient to establish the administrative liability of the Respondents.

Nevertheless, the Respondents are hereby reminded to continually uphold the highest
standards of integrity, professionalism, and prudence in the performance of their official
duties, and to faithfully observe the responsibilities and ethical norms incumbent upon public
officials in the discharge of their functions.

Let it be placed on record that this Decision shall form part of the collective action of
the Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios, Laguna, and shall be duly authored and signed by all
its members

Let copies of this Decision be furnished to the Respondent, the Complainant,
the Barangay Council of Tuntungin-Putho, and other concerned offices for their information
and appropriate action.

So ordered.

RESOLVED FINALLY, that copies of this Resolution be duly furnished Feliciano
Escobin, Nelia Alcasid, Punong Barangay Francisco O. Torres, Jr. and Barangay Councilor
Ronaldo N. Onate, the Office of the Mayor and the MLGOO for information, guidance and
appropriate action.

I HEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness of the above-quoted Resolution.

DONA T. ALBOJIDA) - DIZON]l
Secretdry to the Sangduniang Bayan

ATTESTED:

HON. MARLO PJ A. ALIPON, MPA, REE, RMP
Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer
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WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE

SANGGUNIANG BAYAN:
A - M-
HON. MIKO C. PELEGRINA HON. ALD AMIEY B PEREZ
Municipal Councilor Mubhicipal C&uncilor

HON. LEREN E M. BAUTISTA
Municibal Councilor

R. DE JESUS
Municipal Councilor

T
NE Cl'éjSTALBORIDA HO

Municipal Councilor

HON.

Municipdl Councilor

HON. GAUDENCI% :é EACATANGAY HON. SAMA NICOLE A. BANASIHAN-ORTEGA

Ex-Officio Member/Liga President Ex-Officio Member/SK Federation President




