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EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE FORTY-FIRST (41*') REGULAR SESSION OF THE 12TH
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN HELD ON MAY 25, 2026 AT THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN SESSION
HALL, NATIONAL HIGHWAY, BRGY. TIMUGAN, LOS BANOS, LAGUNA.

PRESENT:

Hon. Marlo PJ A. Alipon Municipal Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer
Hon. Miko C. Pelegrina S.B. Member

Hon. Aldous Amiel B. Perez S.B. Member

Hon. Muriel Laisa B. Dizon S.B. Member

Hon. Leren Mae M. Bautista S.B. Member

Hon. Benedicto S. Alborida S.B. Member

Hon. Rand Edouard R. De Jesus S.B. Member

Hon. Myla E. Alinsunurin S.B. Member

Hon. Jay G. Rolusta S.B. Member

Hon. Gaudencio P. Macatangay Ex-Officio Member/Liga President
Hon. Samantha Nicole A. Banasihan-Ortega  Ex-Officio Member/SK Federation

President

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-195

A RESOLUTION STRONGLY REQUESTING THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAGUNA
AQUATECH TO RECONSIDER ITS PREVIOUS DECISION REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE TWENTY-FOUR PERCENT (24%) WATER TARIFF INCREASE.

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Los Bafos recognizes that access to adequate, reliable,
efficient, and affordable water service is an essential public utility directly affecting the welfare,
health, sanitation, and daily needs of its residents;

WHEREAS, Laguna Aquatech, formerly known as LARC, is responsible for the operation
and delivery of water services to concessionaires and consumers within the Municipality of Los
Bafios under the supervision and regulation of the concerned government agencies and its
governing Board of Directors;

WHEREAS, the Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafos has continuously received numerous
complaints and concerns from residents and concessionaires regarding recurring water service
interruptions, inadequate water supply, low or inconsistent water pressure, discoloration of water,
billing concerns, and other operational deficiencies adversely affecting the quality of water
services within the municipality;
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WHEREAS, records and previous deliberations of the Sangguniang Bayan show that
similar concerns regarding the performance and service delivery of Laguna Aquatech had already
been raised as early as 2023, prompting the passage of resolutions and requests for corrective
measures to ensure compliance with its obligations to consumers;

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the foregoing concerns and unresolved service-related
issues, Laguna Aquatech proceeded with the implementation of a twenty-four percent (24%)
water tariff increase, which imposes an additional financial burden upon the residents and
concessionaires of Los Bafios, particularly low-income households and vulnerable sectors;

WHEREAS, the Sangguniang Bayan previously manifested its strong opposition to the
proposed water tariff increase through Resolution No. 2026-145 and other related deliberations,
emphasizing that any increase in utility rates must be just, reasonable, transparent, and
commensurate to the quality, reliability, and efficiency of services rendered to the consuming
public;

WHEREAS, during its Board Meeting on April 28, 2026, the Laguna Water District
approved Board Resolution No. 052-2026, authorizing a three (3) month deferment in the
implementation of the approved tariff adjustment. This deferment was issued as a measure of
goodwill and stakeholder responsiveness, consistent with principles of social responsibility and
good corporate governance;

WHEREAS, on May 20, 2026, the Committee on Appropriations, Ways and Means
discussed the letter from the General Manager of Laguna Water District, Engr. Joel M. Lapis to
Honorable Vice Mayor Marlo PJ A. Alipon regarding Board Resolution Nos. 052-2026, 054-2026
and 059-2026 concerning LWUA-approved tariff adjustment;

WHEREAS, the specific inquiry raised during the Committee Meeting was whether Laguna
Aquatech can still defer the implementation for three (3) months;

WHEREAS, on the same day, the Sangguniang Bayan received a letter from Laguna
Aquatech stating its gratitude for the opportunity to discuss and clarify the implementation of the
water tariff adjustment;

WHEREAS, the letter further stated that since water bills reflecting the twenty-four percent
(24%) increase have already been prepared and distributed to its customers, Laguna Aquatech
informed the Sangguniang Bayan that the matter will be again officially brought forward and
consulted with the LARC Board of Directors;

WHEREAS, during the committee meeting, Honorable Councilor Jay G. Rolusta made the
motion to strongly request the Board of Directors of Laguna Aquatech to reconsider its previous
decision regarding the implementation of the twenty-four percent (24%) water tariff increase, in
the interest of fairness, public welfare, and consumer protection;

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of Laguna Aquatech plays a vital role in ensuring that
corporate decisions affecting consumers are responsive to public welfare, social responsibility,

accountability, and good corporate governance; H—/
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WHEREAS, in view of the continuing service deficiencies and unresolved consumer
grievances, the Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios finds it imperative to strongly request the Board
of Directors of Laguna Aquatech to reconsider its previous decision regarding the implementation
of the twenty-four percent (24%) water tariff increase in the interest of fairness, public welfare,
and consumer protection;

NOW THEREFORE, on motion of Councilor Miko C. Pelegrina, duly seconded by Councilor
Rand Edouard R. De Jesus and concurred by all other members present;

RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, to strongly request the Board of Directors of
Laguna Aquatech to reconsider its previous decision regarding the implementation of the twenty-
four percent (24%) water tariff increase

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED: May 25, 2026

Secretary to the Sang&tniang Bayan

CERTIFIED ADOPTED:

HON. MARLO PJ A“AAIPON, MPA, REE, RMP
Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer



