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EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH (37™) REGULAR SESSION OF
THE 12TH SANGGUNIANG BAYAN HELD ON APRIL 27, 2026 AT THE SANGGUNIANG
BAYAN SESSION HALL, NATIONAL HIGHWAY, BRGY. TIMUGAN, LOS BANOS, LAGUNA.

PRESENT:

Hon. Marlo PJ A. Alipon Municipal Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

Hon. Miko C. Pelegrina S.B. Member

Hon. Aldous Amiel B. Perez S.B. Member

Hon. Muriel Laisa B. Dizon S.B. Member

Hon. Leren Mae M. Bautista S.B. Member

Hon. Benedicto S. Alborida S.B. Member

Hon. Rand Edouard R. De Jesus S.B. Member

Hon. Myla E. Alinsunurin S.B. Member

Hon. Jay G. Rolusta S.B. Member

Hon. Gaudencio P. Macatangay Ex-Officio Member/Liga President
ABSENT:

Hon. Samantha Nicole A. Banasihan-Ortega  Ex-Officio Member/SK Federation President
(On Leave)

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-145

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED TWENTY-FOUR
PERCENT (24%) WATER RATE INCREASE BY LAGUNA AQUATECH (FORMERLY KNOWN
AS LARC), SCHEDULED FOR IMPLEMENTATION BEGINNING THE MAY 2026 WATER
BILL, AND URGING THE LOCAL WATER UTILITIES ADMINISTRATION (LWUA) TO
SUSPEND OR DISALLOW ITS IMPLEMENTATION IN THE INTEREST OF PUBLIC WELFARE

ST

4§ Alborida

WHEREAS, Section 16 of Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as the Loca/
Government Code of 1997, mandates local government units to promote the general welfare,
including ensuring access to basic services such as safe and potable water;

WHEREAS, Section 17 of Republic Act No. 7160 further provides that local
government units shall ensure the efficient and effective delivery of basic services and facilities

within their respective jurisdictions;
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WHEREAS, Presidential Decree No. 198, otherwise known as the Provincial Water
Utilities Act of 1973, provides that local water districts are established to acquire, install,
improve, maintain, and operate water supply and distribution systems and to undertake such
other functions incidental to water resource development and utilization;

WHEREAS, the Laguna Water District, organized pursuant to Presidential Decree No.
198, is a government-owned and controlled corporation responsible for the provision of water
supply services within its coverage area, including the Municipality of Los Bafios;

WHEREAS, the Laguna Water District entered into a Joint Venture Agreement with
Laguna Water District Aquatech Resources Corporation (LARC), whereby LARC acts as
operator, contractor, and/or agent responsible for the financing, rehabilitation, improvement,
expansion, operation, and maintenance of the water supply system in the Municipality of Los
Bafos;

WHEREAS, as operator of the Laguna Water District, Laguna Aquatech (formerly
known as LARC) performs functions on behalf of the water district and is duty-bound to
ensure the reliable, efficient, and continuous delivery of safe, clean, and affordable water to
consumers in accordance with its contractual and legal obligations;

WHEREAS, public hearings were conducted on September 23 and 24, 2024 in relation
to the proposed water tariff adjustment, and the corresponding Business Plan was submitted
to the Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA) for evaluation;

WHEREAS, the Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA), through its Board of
Trustees Resolution No. 24, Series of 2026, approved a tariff increase subject to a ceiling of
fifty-four percent (54%), to be implemented in tranches,

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2026, the Laguna Water District Board issued Board
Resolution No. 37-2026 approving the implementation of the first tranche equivalent to
twenty-four percent (24%), with a second tranche subject to further review and negotiation
under the Joint Venture Agreement;

WHEREAS, on April 16, 2026, the Office of the Vice Mayor received formal notification
from the Laguna Water District and Laguna Aquatech regarding the approved tariff
adjustment, informing that the twenty-four percent (24%) increase shall take effect beginning
with the May 2026 water bill;

WHEREAS, records of the Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios show that as early as 2023,
concerns have already been raised regarding the performance of LARC, including water
service interruptions, lack of water supply, and deficiencies in the operation and maintenance
of the water system, which prompted the passage of resolutions calling for corrective actions
and ensuring compliance with its obligations;

WHEREAS, previous deliberations likewise revealed instances of prolonged water
interruptions and continued billing despite lack of actual water supply, which were deemed
prejudicial to affected households;

\7




3.00 Resolution No. 2026-145 04/27/2026

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the foregoing actions and the passage of time, similar
concerns persist up to the present, including recurring water service interruptions, low or
inconsistent water pressure, discoloration of water, and issues affecting water quality, thereby
adversely impacting the welfare of residents;

WHEREAS, despite these continuing service deficiencies, the implementation of a
twenty-four percent (24%) water rate increase will impose an additional financial burden on
consumers, particularly on low-income households and vulnerable sectors;

WHEREAS, it is a fundamental principle in public utility regulation that any rate
adjustment must be just, reasonable, and commensurate to the quality, reliability, and
efficiency of service rendered;

WHEREAS, the Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA), as the regulatory agency,
has the authority to review, evaluate, and suspend or disallow water rate adjustments in order
to protect public interest;

WHEREAS, in view of the foregoing, the Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios finds it
imperative to express its strong opposition to the proposed water rate increase and to call for
immediate regulatory intervention to safeguard the welfare of its constituents;

NOW, THEREFORE, on motion of Councilor Miko C. Pelegrina duly seconded by
Councilor Jay G. Rolusta and approved by the councilors present;

BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved by the Sangguniang Bayan of Los Bafios,
Laguna, to express strong opposition to the proposed twenty-four percent (24%) water rate
increase by Laguna Aquatech (formerly known as LARC), scheduled for implementation
beginning the May 2026 water bill;

RESOLVED FURTHER, to respectfully urge the Local Water Utilities
Administration (LWUA) to suspend, defer, or disallow the implementation of the said water
rate increase until such time that service reliability, water quality, and public concerns are
adequately addressed and resolved;

RESOLVED FINALLY, to furnish copies of this Resolution to the LWUA, Laguna Water
District, Laguna Aquatech, and other concerned agencies for their information and
appropriate action.

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED : April 27, 2026

DO ;
Secretary to the San

CERTIFIED ADO%
HON. MARLO PJ A, ALIPON, MPA, REE, RMP

Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

uniang Bayan




